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The 4 Most Important Mechanistic Elements

The following are expressed from the point of view of the carbon-containing molecule taking
part in a reaction

1) Make a bond between a nucleophile and

electrophile. _
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Mechanism Summary

The following questions and mechanistic elements are described from the point
of view of the carbon-containing reagent, written in the form of a flowchart.

Is there a strong acid YES

present or is the carbon-

containing reagent a :> Add a proton
strong base?

Uuo

Is there a strong base YES
present or is the carbon- — Take a proton
containing reagent a away

strong acid?

NO

Are there a nucleophile % Make a bond

and electrophile present?

UNO

Can a bond be brokento _YES
create stable molecules —— Break a bond

or ions?

UNO

Think about alternative
mechanistic elements



Acid-catalyzed Hydration of an Alkene
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Organic Chemistry is the study of carbon-containing molecules.

This class has two points.

The first %int of the class is to understand the organic chemistry of living
systems. We will teach you how to think about and understand the most amazing
things on the planet!!

Water is essential for life, you will learn why water has such special

properties. % / X% /l"\
You will learn the secret structural reason proteins, the most important
molecular machines in our bodies, can support the chemistry of life. g / (1 /)_L_\

You will learn why when you take Advil for pain, exactly half of what you
take works, and the other half does nothing. q /)5 / 2—‘-’}

You will learn how toothpaste works.

| | \0/7[2
You will learn how a single chlorofluorocarbon refrigerant molecule
released into the atmosphere can destroy many, many ozone molecules,
leading to an enlargement of the ozone hole.
You will learn how medicines like Benadryl, Seldane, and Lipitor work.
You will learn how Naloxone is an antidote for an opioid overdose.

IYIIO{II will learn why Magic Johnson is still alive, decades after contracting

You will learn how MRI scans work.

The second point og organic chemistry is the synthesis of complex molecules
Jrom simpler ones by making and breaking specific bonds.

You will learn how to understand movies of reaction mechanisms like
alkene hydration. \©/q[24

You will learn reactions that once begun, will continue reacting such that
each product molecule created starts a new reaction until all the starting
material is used up.

You will learn reactions that can make antifreeze from vodka.

Ylouhwill learn a reaction that can make nail polish remover from rubbing
alcohol.

You will learn how to look at a molecule and accurately predict which atoms
will react to make new bonds, and which bonds will break during reactions.

You will learn how to analyze a complex molecule’s structure so that you
can predict ways to make it via multiple reactions starting with less complex
starting molecules.





